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1 Environmental Setting
a. For each resource area, include a detailed description of the natural and 
built environment in the vicinity of the proposed project area (e.g., 
topography, land use patterns, biological environment, etc.) as applicable to 
the resource area. Provide both regional and local environmental setting 
information.

b. Relate all setting information in some way to the impacts of the Proposed 
Project discussed in the PEA’s impacts analysis.

2 Regulatory Setting
a. Organized by federal, State, regional, and local sections

b. Describe the policy or regulation and briefly explain why it is applicable to 
the Proposed Project.

     i) Identify in the setting all laws, regulations, and policies that 
     would be applicable for CPUC’s exclusive jurisdiction over the 
     siting and design of electric and gas facilities. 

Public utilities under CPUC’s jurisdiction are expected to consult with local 
agencies regarding land use matters. Local laws, regulations, and policies 
will be considered for the consideration of potential impacts during CPUC’s 
CEQA review (e.g., encroachment, grading, erosion control, scenic corridors, 
overhead line undergrounding, tree removal, fire protection, permanent and 
temporary noise limits, zoning requirements, general plan polices, and all 
local and regional laws, regulations, and policies).

3 Impact Questions
a. Includes all impact questions in the current version of CEQA Guidelines, 
Appendix G.

b. Additional impact questions that are frequently relevant to utility projects 
are provided in Attachment 4, CPUC Draft Environmental Measures

4 Impact Analysis
a. Discussion organized by CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G impact items and 
any Additional CEQA Impact Questions in the PEA Checklist. Assess all 
potential environmental impacts and make determinations, such as, No 
Impact, Less than Significant, Less than Significant with Mitigation, 
Significant and Unavoidable, or Beneficial Impact with respect to 
construction, operations, and maintenance activities. 

b. The impact analyses provided in PEA Chapter 5, Environmental Analysis, 
need not be as thorough as those to be prepared by CPUC for the CEQA 
environmental document. A preliminary determination will be provided but 
with only brief justification unless otherwise directed by CPUC Staff in 
writing during Pre-filing.

5 CPUC Draft Environmental Measures
a. CPUC Draft Environmental Measures are provided for some of the 
resource areas in Attachment 4, CPUC Draft Environmental Measures. The 
measures may be applied to the proposed project as written or modified by 
the CPUC during its environmental review if the measure would avoid or 
reduce a potentially significant impact.

b. The CPUC Draft Environmental Measures should be discussed with the 
CPUC’s CEQA Unit Staff during Pre-filing, especially with respect to the 
development of Applicant Proposed Measures.

c. In general, impact avoidance is preferred to the reduction of potentially 
significant impacts.
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